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he was almost incapable of walking and had to
be supported. Eventually the sick were made
up in three parties ; each party was roped ; and
these were dispatched downward in charge of
the N.C.O. They staggered wearily down the
glacier and arrived at Camp II almost in a state
of collapse.
Meanwhile, Hazard, who was suffering less
than his companions, had been sent down to the
dump with a few of the fittest to meet a few of
the fittest of the second party who would be coming
up from Camp II. The meeting was effected
and seven more loads were got to Camp III. But
that was all. Nothing had been done to establish
the camp in a more comfortable manner. And
the morale of the first party had, in Mallory's
words, " gone to blazes."
This was the situation which confronted Norton
when he arrived at Camp II on May 7th ; and
he immediately set to to retrieve it. All the stores
and tents intended for the higher camps were
ruthlessly broken open and distributed to the
suffering porters, high-altitude tents were pitched,
high-altitude sleeping-bags were issued, priceless
stores of Meta solidified spirits were broached ; the
capacity of Camp II was doubled for the night,
and some degree of comfort was afforded. And
on May 8th, when Mallory arrived again from Camp
III, and Geoffrey Bruce from the Base Camp, definite
plans for the future were worked out. He wisely
decided to rest the sick from the first party at